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PAYING m DUTY. 

Custom House Officials Have 
Some Queer Experiences. 


PASSING A SEALSKIN COAT. 

_> 

Tha Way th# Matter Wm Fixad Up 
With an Appraiaar and tha 8urpAaa 
That Awaited tha Ownar—A Brida, a 
Ring, a Husband and a Bluff. 

The general impression Is that the 
life of a customs Inspector Is a very 
doll routine of hardship, but such Is 

not always the case. t _ 

The average person believes there Is 
a little romance about the life and un¬ 
questionably the tang of the sea, but It 
almost never occurs to him that It la 
one of the funniest businesses In the 
world. The element of humor never 
enters into the general appreciation of 
f h* customs man, but -it exists never- 
. theless. 

There is a deputy collector now in 
the custom house of New York whose 
experiences In several years are really 
humorous. He Is a grave, solemn look¬ 
ing man, thus bearing out the tra¬ 
ditions, but that does not prevent him 
from enjoying the odd Incidents that 
bob up In his line of duty. Speaking 
of them, he said: 

"I had an odd experience the other 
day. A young man from an office in 
Wall street bad gone to Europe to be 
married. In London be bought his 
wife a ring. He had put it In his dec¬ 
laration at a value of $1,000. He 
brought his bride to me, and she held 
oat her pretty little pink hand that I 
might examine the ring. It flashed 
and sparkled beautifully, but the flash¬ 
es and sparkles didn't seem quite right, 
so I asked to be allowed to examine It 
more carefully. The bride blushingly 
pulled the ring off and handed It to me. 

I showed it to an expert appraiser, 
who promptly declared that It was a 
fake piece of Jewelry worth about $10. 

“I sympathized with the young man, 
and when I got a chance I told him the 
truth. ‘Oh, yes,' he replied, ‘I know. 
You see, I didn’t have much money 
with me, so I bought this for £1 6s.. 
but I had to ring In & bluff on my 
wife. Don’t give me away/ The poor 
fellow was willing to pay several times 
the value of the ring to make his bluff 
good, but we fixed It up for him with¬ 
out his "bride knowing the truth. 

“Another laughable experience, but 
more serious for the passenger, hap¬ 
pened not long ago. When I boarded 
a big steamship from Europe I was ap¬ 
proached by a man who Introduced 
himself as one who had formerly been 
collector of one of the most Important 
western ports. I knew him very well 
by reputation. He was returning from 
abroad with his family. He explained 
that he was very wealthy and did not 
want to evade paying all the duty nec¬ 
essary, but he confided lp me that he 
had a sealskin coat, bought in Paris 
for his wife, which he had not Includ¬ 
ed In his declaration, knowing that 
sealskins could not be imported. Nev 
ertheless. Just because we were both 
members of the same fraternity, be 
wanted to know If there was not some 
way In which he could get the coat 
Into the country- « 

“I would have been glad to help him. 
but didn’t see how It con id be done. 
However, I told him I would put the 
question up to the appraiser at the 
pier and if the matter could be ar¬ 
ranged I would fix It up. The ap¬ 
praiser looked the coat over and told 
me to put It on the declaration as an 
imitation sealskin valued at $75. The 
western man Vas delighted. 

“ ‘That's what 1 call clever," he said. 
“A few days later I got a letter from 
this man asking me to call upon him 
at one of the most fashionable uptown 
hotels. I went t6 see him and had 
luncheon with him and his family. 
When luncheon was over he made a 
lit tie golden cone on the table. It con¬ 
sisted of a twenty dollar gold piece, a 
ten, & five, a three, a two and a half 
and a one, all In gold. He shoved the 
stack over to me. 

- ‘“Just a souvenir, a reminder of 
your cleverness in getting that seal 
coat through for me,’ he said. 

“I refused to take It, but he tried to 
press it on me and told me to give It 
to the appraiser, but I refused. Later, 
when his family left us, 1 asked him 
bow much he had paid for the coat In 
Parte. He said he had paid $1,000. 
He could hardly believe It when 1 told 
him that we had not falsified the 
declaration, that the coat was an Imi¬ 
tation and that $75 was Its outside 
value. He called a bellboy then and 
there and sent the coat to a furrier to 
have It appraised. The furrier sent 
back word that he would spU him all 
he wanted just like it for $65 each/*— 
New York Herald 


Mirror, Crystal and Swo r d. 

The three symbols of the Imperial 
bouse of Japan an the mirror, the crys¬ 
tal and the sword and they are car¬ 
ried in front of the emperor on all 
state occasions. Each has its signifi¬ 
cance. “Look at the mirror and reflect 
thyself,” or. in other words, “Know 
thyself,” is the message of the mirror. 
“Be pure and shine” is the crystal’s in¬ 
junction, while the sword is a reminder 
to “Be sharp.” 



A Custom of the 

In the Tyrol it te the/custom for 
women and children to come oat into 
the open when It is the latter's bed¬ 
time and sing. Their husbands, fa¬ 
thers and brothers answer them from 
the hills on their way boma. • 


The injuries we do and those we suf¬ 
fer are seldom weighed in the same 


INSURANCE 


for yonr real estate 
IS NOT EXPENSIVE. 

It will save you worry and per¬ 
haps money. 

Write for particulars 

TITLE DEPARTMENT 

Fidelity Trust Company, 

•W 

Prudential Building, Newark, N. J 

Special facilities for mail order 

8. 

business. # 

Savings, Bond, Trust, Banking, 
Mortgage, Title and Safe 
Deposit Departments. 

Call, Write or Telephone 
“Market 1932.” 
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OLD RUSSIAN PROVERB. 


Bom of Ons of th# Most Trsgio Epi¬ 
sodes In Muscovite History, 

The Ratffdan peasant has a saying 
which invariably puzzles the foreigner, 
“Too polite and die like Bekovitch.” 

The proverb refers to one of the most 
tragic episodes In Muscovite history. 

In the early spring of 1717 Prince 
Bekovitch Cheraski.led an armed ex¬ 
pedition consisting of 4,000 infantry 
tnd 2.000 cavalry into the then almost 
anknown interior of south central 
Asia. 

His ostensible object was to open up 
commercial relations with the khans of 
Khiva and Bokhara, his real one to 
see If It were possible to Invade India 
from the north. 

The prince, with whom were'vnany 
officers of the Imperial bodyguard, a 
brilliant company, marched his men 
across the arid steppes with difficulty 
and on Aug. 15 halted some eighty 
miles from the city of Khiva. 

,The Khiva ns. ignoring his profes¬ 
sions of friendship, attacked in force, 
but were easily defeated by the better 
armed and better disciplined soldiers 
of the czar. 

Tbelr khan thereupon resorted to 
diplomacy. He visited the Russian 
camp In state, explained that the at¬ 
tack delivered by his people was alf 
a mistake and Invited Prince Beko- | 
ritch and his principal officers to visit 
his capital as his guests. 

Two days later, at a grand entertain¬ 
ment the khan toasted his “friends the 
Russians’’ and vowed eternal friend¬ 
ship. He also took the opportunity of 
requesting Prince Bekovitch to divide 
his army Into small detachments for 
entertainment In the surrounding vil¬ 
lages. regretting the Inability of his 
capital to entertain so many guests. 

The Russian commander politely 
agreed to the politely preferred request 
the Russian force was broken up, and 
the khan laughed sardonically. 

His turn had come. Early next day 
he killed Bekovitch and forwarded his 
head as a gift to the khan of Bokhara. 
Then he annihilated the Russian army. 


fought for some fair senorita's ravora. 

“The typical senor falls In lore fifty 
times a year with a newness and a 
passion that has In it something of 
molten lava and Is about as durable. 
A pair of laughing eyes once seen at 
a window, a glimpse of a pretty t ace 
in the street and he counts his world 
well lost. Spain Is the most marrying 
country in Europe.”—Chicago News. 


Snuff as an E ye Opener. 

Snuff was once used as an eye lini¬ 
ment. “The Comp lea t Housewife, or 
Accomplished Gentlewoman’s Compan¬ 
ion,” which had run into sixteen edi¬ 
tions by 1758, extols its virtues. Ac¬ 
complished gentlewomen who find tbelr 
sight falling with advancing years are 
advised to rub “the right sort of Portu¬ 
gal snuff Into the eyes night and morn¬ 
ing and take it also through the nose.” 
This treatment, it is asserted, “cured 
Sir Edward Seymour, Sir John Hoq- 
blon and Judge Ayres so that they 
could read without spectacles after 
they had used them many years.” 


Th# Opal, Child of Lova. 

A sunbeam lingered under a leaf 
In the forest at sunset, loath to leave 
so fair a sjot, until the moon suddenly 
rose. Enmptured .with the shimmer¬ 
ing beauty of a moonbeam, he stood 
entranced and trembling and could not 
go. In ecutasy they met and ktesad. 
The sun sank and left him in her arms. 
The opal is the child of their love. In 
its fair face are forever mingled the sil¬ 
ver of the rising moon and the glory 
of the sunftet—Anonymous. 


OUR BIG GAME. 


Bret Marie's Explanation 

tha Matter Quite Claar. 

Bret Harte, the whimsical and bril¬ 
liant chronicler of Roaring Camp and 
Poker Flat, used to become weary to 
exasperation at foolish ad m li^fets 
who could not separate him from hte 
characters and who instated on con¬ 
founding their experiences and predi¬ 
lections with hte own. 

Since he wrote of pioneer mining 
camps in the early days of the gold 
fever, hte characters were often heroic 
only In part. I ndeed, they were quite 
as often rogues as heroes. As he ob¬ 
viously could not be Id entifie d with 
the rougher types among them, the 
favorite notion seemed to be that be 
was, or had been, a gentleman gam¬ 
bler. With that Idea In mind a young 
Kngiiihman in London once tried hard 
to get him to describe and explain 
poker, which he referred to as “your 
great American game.” Mr. Harte 
conveniently misunderstood him. 

“So you say ‘great game’ over 
here?" he-Inquired amiably. “In the 
United States, now, we call It ‘big 
game'—grizzlies, catamounts, buffalo 
and bighorn—don’t you know. But 
we don't chase them with pokers. No. 
no! They're abundant, but they don’t 
often come Into the bouses, really. 
It’s usually necessary to go outside 
with a gun.” 

At another time he learned that a 
certain noted hostess, whose Invita¬ 
tion to dine he had just accepted, had 
been questioning one of hte Intimates 
to learn if'It were true that he was a 
reformed gambler. 

“Not reformed,” declared Hr. Harte 
wearily. “Tell her I am beyond refor¬ 
mation. Tell her that I was my own 
model for the gambler Oakbnrst and 
that the scene of his suicide te pure 
autobiography.”—Youth’s Companion. 


FREAKS OF DYNAMITE. 


A T#nny#on 8tory. « 

One of Tennyson’s friends asked a 
cabman of Freshwater, “Whose house 
Is that?” Cabman—It belongs to one 
Tennyson. Friend—He Is a great man, 
you know. Cabman—He Is a great 
man! He only keeps one manservant, 
and he don't sleep in the house!—Book¬ 
man. 


WHERE CUPID REIGNS. 


Love Making 8eema to Be a 8ort of 
Mania In Spain. ■ 

Writes one who has traveled much 
In Spain: “AS the majority of Anda¬ 
lusian girls are engaged at the age of 
seventeen, the aenorttas do not go to 
many dances, for a Spaniard would as 
soon allow his fiancee to dance with 
another man as he would let her wear 
a harem skirt or ride a bicycle. At 
their parties Spanish girls get unbound¬ 
ed admiration, and a senor who bad 
reached the age of nineteen and talked 
to a girl without trying to make love 
to her would be considered gauche tr 
the extreme. The guests are given 
nothing to eat on these festive occa¬ 
sions. glasses of cold water being sim¬ 
ply handed round when they are leav¬ 
ing. 

“Love te an an absorbing topic in 
this amorous land of orange flowers 
and re vo l u ti ons. 'In Spain we do not 
talk of money; we talk of love,’ a 
Spaniard once said to me. He was 
right, for love Is the beginning and 
end of every Spaniard’s thoughts. On 
the feast days the young men play no 
games, preferring to stand about and 
lee tha girls pass, and in every daily 
mo will read of duels 1 
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Accompl i ah manta. 

“My star can wiggle his ears 
whistle through his teeth.” 

“Urn.” 

“Now can yon build me a three wet 
comedy around that?”—Kangas QRy 
JouraAL 

•Whyf 

Hewitt—Nature is a wise guy. JiS 
4 ft—Not always. Why give a pore* 
pine quills when he cant write?—NAM 
tort; “ 


On# That Waa Luoky For tha Man 
Down In tho Min# Shaft, 

“Not long ago,” sal(J a Leadvllle min¬ 
ing man, “there occurred one of those 
freaks of dynamite in one of the deep 
shafts of the Carbonate camp that 
might not happen again in a thousand 
years. 

“Two men at the bottom of a shaft 
had put in five four and one-half foot 
holes which were to be exploded with 
dynamite cartridges 1M» Inches In diam¬ 
eter. As te usual In such cases, they 
gave the customary signals to the 
hoisting engineer and after lighting the 
fuse stepped on the bale of tbe bucket 
and started upward. When about ten 
feet from the bottom one of the men 
had an epileptic fit and toppled out 
Hte partner tried to reach tbe bell cord 
to stop the bucket, but It was too late. 
The bell cord could be reached only 
from tbe lower pari of the shaft 
When tbe engineer saw only one man 
come through the collar-of the abaft at 
the surface hte face blanched. 

“‘Where’s Jim?* be asked excitedly. 

“Quickly the miner related tbe cir¬ 
cumstances and exhibited bis hand, 
bloody from .contact with the sharp, 
rock In an effort to reach tbe bell cord 
before tbeimeket entered the timber¬ 
ing. Tbe men, tbelr hearts beating 
wildly, listened In suspense for tbe five 
explosions of dynamite that would tear 
their unfortunate comrade to pieces. 
They heard five faint repor ts , one after 
the other. They were simply the deto¬ 
nating caps of the cartridges. Every 
one of the charges of dynamite had 
missed fire—failed to explode. I have 
known of one ov even three shots out 
of flye missing, but 1 don’t believe 
there Is another case on record where 
five missed as providentially as in this 
case.”—Exchange. 


A Penguin Wedding - 
Dr. Charcot In a lectors oa anftmdfl 
experiences referred to tha MM 
antics of the penguins, which, bn 
were very wmrii He tn 

their behavior. Sometimes a coopts of 
betrothed penguins could bn 
ed done together tn lovorilk 
tn a recess formed by blocks a t tee 
and observation h*d s h ow n ftet 
qnently the same coopln mttmnA 
fore a third penguin, who — *g an bn 
called the clergyman or thn 
for thn positions of AD- 
Bar to t hose twmp i tel by thn 
and thn bride and the bridegroom at a 



A ted M 

think we met at this 
tour overcoat Is 


“But I didn’t own It than,* „ S 
“No. bat 1 did.**—1 


Large Assortment and Best Brands of 

CIGARS 

Tobacco and Smokers’‘Supplies 

GARLOCK & MISHELL, 


- A Mueical Rebuke. 

As to the possibility of hnmor in mu¬ 
sic the London Telegraph says: “If 
composers and performers had more of 
the sense of humor music’s appeal 
would be Immensely wider. The truth 
Is that musical performers are far too 
apt to take themselves too seriously.’ 
Tbe solemn attitude of some mu sici a n s 
toward their ait was humorously re¬ 
buked recently by a well known New 
Tort pianist, who remarked to hte gift¬ 
ed wife, also a pianist, at the conclu¬ 
sion of a perf or mance by the latter: 
“My dear, don’t look so doleful! Mu¬ 
sic Isn’t s funeral; music is a Joker 

A Very Different Matter 
A Penn avenue business man w 
taking an emj>k>yee to task. 

“8ee here! Yon wrote a personal 
ter yesterday during business hoars. 
You used your employee's 
stealing.** 

The employee flared back. / 

“Well, sir,” he said, “I hr 
overtime at least 100 tfmas 
the past tea years.** 

“Ha. hum! That's 
burgh Pori. 

la After Year* 

Old Fogy Father—My father 
supplied me with money to 
as fast h orses, theater parttaa, lata d 
' ners and the tike. Up to Data flai 
-Oh, that's all right, dad. You mast 
member that!( come of a 
cratic family than you did.—Chicago 
News. 

Forced Yi 
**1 tariri that 1 am J 
I aaed to be.” 

^Chara aB right as 1 
try to met that way.*'- 


VERY HELPFUL i . 

to housewives are the stone and por¬ 
celain tubs with hot and cold water, 
and tn the kitchen. We con in-* 
stall a hot water system, stationary 
tubs tin the newest styles, and hot 
water heaters that will add to the com¬ 
fort and convenience of housekeeping. 

Your work is done in an efficient and 
scientific manner, when you have it 
done by ! * • * N • * 


G. M. JOHNSTONE# 

Plumber, 

47 Warren Street, x 

Bloomfield, N. J 

Telephone No. 1171-w 




JUMP IN AND WIN 

the admiration of your friend* and t,w 
sure for yourself by taking * ,j m , a 
one of our swell turn-outs .\*k b*- 
to go riding in one of Rlonnih. id | Jt 
ery Stable’s,rigs and you'll t* n „j.. 
in it, Mr. Man ! Get us on tin 
any time, No. 146, and we ll k -vi l>u« 
The liveliest livery in town. 


BLOOMFIELD LIVERY STABLE 

33-35 Washington Street, 

Bloomfield, N J 

OPEN DAY AND NIGHT 

Telephone No. 145. 

Telephone No. 617-w. 

FRANK T.; BRUECHE, 

PLUMBING and HEATING CONTRACTOR. 

The public is cordially invited to visit one of the Finest Show Kootni 
to be seen in Essex County. Complete Plumbing Fixtures set op 
for inspection. 

op£n EVENINGS. 

Estimates Furnished. ’• Work Guaranteed 

609 BLOOMFIELD AVE., Bloomfield, N.J, 

A Few Doors Above National Bank Building. 


Lackawanna 

Railroad 


Decoration 

Day 


Lackawanna 

Railroad 


NIAGARA FALLS 





$ 10.00 

Tickets Good Going on all trains 
* May 281th' and 29th 

I »«* Jt . PkTM* r 

Return Limit, June 2d, Inc. 

For further information a!nd Pullman reservations con* 

I . I 

* 8ult local agents or write 

CHAS. K. RATH, D. P. A. 

Firemen’s Building, Cor. Broad and Market Streets, Newark, N. JJ 


RASSBACH, 

The Florist. 

23 BROAD STREET, Bloomfield, N. J. 

New Store, Greenhouse Attached. Filled with a complete 

assortment of 

Flowering Plants, Palms, Ferns. Etc. 

Cut Flowers, Artistic Floral Designs. 

Special attention given to Decorating. Greenhouses, Glen Ridge. 

Phones: 1161, UK-l, (Night) 1148-x.. 
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BLOOMFIELD CENTRE. 
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